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SCH #:

Project Title: Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District Rotational Fallowing Project

Lead Agency: Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District

Contact Name: Ken Bonesteel, MA-2 Manager

Email: kbonesteel@ppeng.com Phone Number:661-616-5900

Project Location:Shafter, CA / Wasco, CA SWID MA-2 Boundary Kern County
City County

Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Please see attached Project Description.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

None.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No known areas of controversy have been raised by the public or agencies. Potential impacts have been addressed to a
less than significant level through the implementation of mitigation measures. Please see the attached MMRP.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

None.




PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SHAFTER-WASCO IRRIGATION DISTRICT VOLUNTARY ROTATIONAL LAND
FALLOWING PROJECT

To comply with SGMA, a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) was developed for crucial
groundwater basins in California. The Kern Groundwater Authority (KGA) is one of eleven (11)
Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s (GSAs) within the San Joaquin Valley. SWID is a member
of the KGA. In 2015, SWID began implementation of the SWID Recharge Project to help achieve
sustainable groundwater levels and avoid the corresponding adverse environmental and
economic burden associated with groundwater declines, including increased use of power and
energy resources as well as the potential for fallowing of agricultural lands in the District.

The main sustainability goal is to maintain an economically viable groundwater resource. One of
the multi-pronged approaches is to provide a program to allow the fallowing of agricultural lands
for the purpose of reducing water demands relying less on groundwater sources for agricultural
irrigation. Long-term groundwater sustainability goals are to implement project and management
actions to both increase water supplies and reduce demands within SWID’s management basin.
Specific to the reduction in irrigation demand, SWID proposes a Voluntary Rotational Land
Fallowing Program. The SWID Board of Directors would decide annually if there is a need to
fallow land to reduce irrigation water demand and if there would be a sufficient budget available
in the Program and Management Action portion of the SWID Management Area 2 (MA-2) budget
to compensate the landowners for fallowing efforts.
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